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By That Ship

better be
there...

Head straight Through %
there. And ted Alma she
owes me one.

TR\




ABOUT TIME - JULES!' Get tius
Tesus, Tm gonn Ship closed up ond.
tell Char to take

Kitt Mel .
Off
i = 7
£ )
—




But T TUST 11K That's me. Char,
sat down. . i watch her for o
= mijnute while T

Yes. Are... | =
you Alma?




ALL RIGHT!
Everyone Up hece
Char — quit hiding. )

This ts M‘."V our
newest addition.

This blond angel
is Elliot,our very own
mechanicad Se_nius.

Tules.
whats up-




Pla,y nice,
you two.

Tules, show Mja
to your room Tts
late and she must
be tired.

um, Charlotte
didn't introduce
herself.

She heard my
name already.
She can figure
it out-

You should X
be in bed now (. i
too, Jules- : [
Tts 830, Y
Alma,Tesus... g

Alma’s & bit of & f"eﬂk
obout us gettin enough
SleeF.Try not to argue.

0Oh,and. Ell doesn't
taik. No one told me
that when T got here
and I feit \ike an

diot. And theyre
non-binory-

Alma, Eil, and Chac have
been together for ages.They
didn’t think obout (€.

T mean, they
didn't do 1t on




That one’s
yours.

Im glad you'ce

here. Tve always

fett (ke on outsider
‘Cause those three
are so h’ghc...

How long have
you been here?

Dunng, really -
It hoppened at
the last minote ..

Its chin,
doesn't feally
matter. You're
here now.

A year-ish.
Never thought Id
be on o Teamthat
restores old bu;‘dif\gs,
put it’s better

than beina in
School-

How'd you
end up here ?
Alma. didn't
tetl us
anyThing

You shoutd

get to ped, Almas
gonna check Ell
oand T will be







What's e ~o 3 Jules, don' 2
dead with the take oLt twe
bacon!

Tts on ofd
religious site
We're close M that’s goana
to landin | be a museun. |
and Td ratner
ot crash.

7 Very. Everytining
s fa,llfv\s opact.
We have a lot of
work todo.

FIRST ONE

OUT WINS AT

ALL THINGS
EVER'




Not partu'cipo.h‘ng
wn the rﬂCC?

Just take 1t Mario told
me youre &

Quick learner:

one day at
+ime, kid. You'll
adjyst.
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This'li be o
fun one.
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If you don't hurfy
\/ou'll be late...

Um,assembly . .
150t Of’tfona/. It's theficst
day,.,you

can’t stacrt

cutting class
a.l(ecu?y--»

TI'm not Cum'm} They check the
class , it’s assembly.No rooms They' Il
one takes attendmce cotch you:--

at assembly.
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Let's move the

mats for tryouts — 8

Mia.

You SHOULPN'T
BE IN HERE!

2

Oh, hey,
Ms. Martinel.

assembly?

Why area't you ot




Have & seol oves

there, Mio.. Ms.Adows

won't be Pleas;d to

see you Starhv.\s

off your year like
(S,

It was just
ossembly -

What're
you in for.)

Creative
oppression.

Um.-an;

v.’olax\o'ff)‘q;m I they'te for

Juess- fiveyear—olds why
do twey come

a MY SIZE?

Tesus! Those ; Un, giant
shoes! Area't {t've_yeor-oldfl
those for, tike, I guess.
five-yeor-oids?




You're pew,
aren’t you?

If by ‘new” you
imeon to this School,
then yes.




Loolk, you two, T
don't have time for
this. Detention for
two weeks and I
don't want o<
you here agaomn.

Mia?Seriously,
d&)/ one?

Excuse me,T
have o few=

TJesus, don’t LINGER .

Adoms’ll yust Keep going
And you bpetter chenge
those before class.-




afen't on

Freshmen

who are you

roowumj with? g
< ¢

got & 5n3|c’- I
Jida't know We
B HAD snglES
,

20

NO ONE?! VOl—l

FINE! WHATEVE R!
T didn't ACTUALLY
wonat o sec it!







Id prefer
+o eat

D




Girls' Get
+o your
rooms'!

I,0h.Im soriy

Olbout eariier.

meon, you Know,
I..

ONLY for o minute.

Do you.. I+s almost hghts-out:

wont o :

wontl ¥ It's readly
nothing
Speciot-










TJules, get the new
tile from the ship- Mia,
come over here.




Apely the
sealoat white T
attach tws

Slow down.
Yep, just lice

Go he{P Jules wita the tile.
And bring down the extra
Stone Whiie youTe at i+

Let’s take lunch - B 2% %0

T'Il text Alma

5. But Chor . .
S o O Soud:-- o 8

- -

T RETINN  Don't Lworry- S
e G° TU tell er. 29

L")

Mect me by the
Creepy prison mm}

2



Took me months
before T could
et theough a

wha(.: da.y wi ﬂwut

28



I don't think
Chor likes me .-

You don'*
Know Char.

But Shels
always Iw/jk.
with Alma, then
T show vp ond
she gets
tense.

She’s shy as hell-New
people tecefy hec.

Usvadly she hides behind. Alma
when we meet new peo.ale.fust
g.'\/g her Some time , she il get
used to you.

Alwma, told you
Chors the captan,
v"{gh?‘?

Like,she's e
lighest rowked
ovt of odl of US.-
Shes supposed
+6 run me

show.

Dbt/lbu)_l\/ borm
for tnis job.

Nape, ax least not officially.
But Chov lets Alma do it'Cowse

she hates be.’r\g In Cic_«ie./_/

Almo- was

God, yeah. Chor

but Alma Krows
how o yell.

may have the degress,

~

Where’s Elliot? I haven't
Seen them in, like , weets,
EKCCF" n Oour room.

Ell does spec{oi{zcol
stuf{-. I don't readly
get (t. They Te—

You CAN'T EAT
IN HERE.
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”
Its not hie ; : ‘
we spilled~ watch iF.Now get This o & ﬁﬂdfr CM:MLMmr:e (::/g
s cleaned vp immediately Tules you'te G b
[ Of The dﬂ'y
w
L[]

| 2l 8
- |f“?n

This place ’
NOT our PROPERTY!

%
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Hey, Char? Almo
and Jules... are

Its o httle
Smal. This 1s
the third hidden
vooyn Tve found,
though appaently
Hhere are
hundreds .

tell you ovout

She just gets
overheatect récd
vick .Don't let

'+ bother you.

You... wanna
see inside here?
I olready flt'nlihed
+ but T could

\.

Al
Didnt Alma
She menhoned
i+ wassome kind
of chureh .- ke
for Some old

re;.g{on.

this place 2




T+ wosa't just 05 O T learned about & bunch
old, 1+ was forgottén. e N of the new-wave space
A!mosf all records of 7 g religions in School. T had

this place have — PE= : ‘ Q Whole class on it
been lost or = Wl ’ )
destroyed. 4 J | I Seriously?what
/ Kind of schoo!
did you go to?

Boardin
School.

I don¥* know
o lot- All T could The centrod belief
figure out is basic was all about finding this
facts. T+ was o smadl Yo N object. They thougut raax
rewgion ,only obout

200 followers. They +he founder hod h:dden 14
all lived here, Somewhere in this complex.
svpposecly- Encin <
persen had about \*%
ten rooms to |
Its nlomimj, themselves. | Thot3 why s
Whats the “ whole place s fot

holiness was tongible, ond that

deal witu of tricks- Hhdden
this P’NC, rooms,stairs that
lead nowhere.

They couldn't just.. Y

ask the Foumder She died . And

where the thing the rest of e govf

was? went coazy lootring .
Some thought The
founder returned to
The Staircase, where
she was from,ond
never actvally
oied.

Apparentty o grovp
went to The Staircase
looking for her And
of covrse they were
Qall hever Seen

0\304}1,.,

The'y”reallw/ went there?

32



It5s closed
No one can 9o
in.But they
risked it.

The imagery here does

Seem to suppocrt the (dea

that the founder hod & Ul

Connechon thefe. L/ S It5 stronge T us,but
fcr others... 115 home

Bur i+ could
st be runor.
Not any people
actupdly monage
to leave The

staircase.

T wovldve Pa{d
more attennon to T ve been keeping
this place :f_.‘[ track of an the Oh, covld I What? Ol You
Knew oul fnes information in Seet? y don’t have to---
Was going On - my journod. T meon, it's not
i povt of your job
to know twat

33



T know. T just
Hhought tneyd be
Cool to See. If 15

No,yean, it5 fine!
T just... The others
don't usually care
obout oul this Stuff.

we Sho d Frolgab
S ')/ Wouldnt waont
Oh-Well T

9@+ back to work...

the door tofall
closed ond |ock
Us 1'n here foreve;

oliol actvadly
have the same

thought. T don’t
tnink the door <
IS very stabe...

right?

Im Kidd«?\gf
jolaiz\g. It was

34



Don't give me
thou look. T Can

How d(d you
get svom o- 900(1

Come fo wotch
me destroyg &l?

vou gonaa. slccf)? .
We Con plasg downstauss.

35

HAK! Take
this—LASER REAM.







A little
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Tts... a lot more cwpln’cafcd
than T thought. T knew I would
be, you know,doing construction.
But this feels like o lot more...

T+s o lot more. We
wear o lot of hats.
Sometimes were fixing
walls, pther Himes weré
restoring act. Every
Job s o little
different.

But 1t also means were
often the last ones tosec
o place before +5 3OV\C.AVld
Char keeps records of every-
where we go.So even if 1S
gone, we won't forget.

Tt can be frustrahing,
though . Every now ond then
we're hired to turn o placc
full of history info Some
Shitty office Space . That
always breaes my heart:

T was sorta expech'n
1o just do-- hardt lobor... . Ts there someting
Like, mindless Stuff- z else you wont to astme?

well 1115
just labor
When yov 9et
W down to 1t Bot
&\‘ \} if you want to
\ frndl MeSINg,
\ i+’ there .

.

?' ! ‘
A f Mme you were
worried.

38



Fowmity 1's complicated

You're Kidding.
She dlidln't
ten you?

She'll probodly J
Kill e for f'enima

/

Jules 1's m
niece . I 9uezs
She doesn't think
1¥'s cool to work
for her tio .

My middle
sister.She die
o few years a0,
and Tve been
Jules' quardion

39

I.. 0‘0/\(1'
Alwoys Know
how to take

care of her.

Ok.Lets fawf
the glae on.




Do we have we'll teach
Yov as we
0.

aul the preces?

Iim makm
more popcorn.

How exactly ]
dc%ﬂ you ploy W 7 J Il
1S

il

Wizard ‘?‘ofo.lly Not ALL
beats Cat. cats. \
a
y . I
S "\\ ,/ / yeah ,ScotTish
YA 17 y folds are powerfu).
b 106 &) .
y 3 /4' e
e e » Wt 7
| - \‘m/w % 4 ,l' IAND
= M \ ARAAN
1 PR )
T o ©

c

GAH!What o

You're not wfnrniag
lucey roit!

+Hhis iime, Jq(e:.
My platoonis
headed straught
for tme Flying
Castie.

Former figute skader.
TI+5 in Wer blood.

40



No,waut, €l
Still has A
Chance.

whatve you
901’?

TI'm Stuck in
the fucting
water maze.

Im Seflbusly
Stuck in wis
maze.

Whatve you
9o, ENn?

odd,
Gswom‘NET

aufomaht w I-A.

4




Well,whot olo
you think?

Just one
imore gome 2

4

T Know 1t
late...






